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INTRODUCTION

Staffs of the Columbia Basin
Agricultural Research Center (CBARC-
Oregon State University, Pendleton and
Sherman Stations) and the Columbia Plateau
Conservation Research Center (USDA-
Agricultural Research Service, Pendleton)
are proud to present results of their research.
This bulletin contains a representative
sample of the work in progress at these
centers. A collection of bulletins over a
three-year period will give a more complete
assessment of the productivity and
applicability of research conducted on behalf
of producers. Changes in staffing,
programming, and facilities at these centers
during the past year are summarized below.

PROMOTIONS AND AWARDS

Two OSU staff received awards from
the College of Agricultural Sciences.
Richard Smiley received the Briskey Award
for Faculty Excellence, and Bob Correa
received the Classified Employee of the
Year Award. Don Wysocki received a merit
award from the National Association of
Wheat Growers for his leadership in
publishing a manual, Best Management
Practices for Wheat and he was also
recognized as a Berg Fellow by the Soil and
Water Conservation Society. Dan Ball was
elected President of the Oregon Society of
Weed Science.

Within the USDA staff, Roger
Goller, and Katherine Skirvin received
promotions. Certificates of Merit with cash
awards were given to Dale Wilkins, Phil
Dailey, and Betty Klepper. Dr. Betty
Klepper was elected President-Elect of Crop
Science Society of America and will become
President in November, 1996.

STAFF CHANGES

Kathy Ward resigned as faculty
research assistant in the OSU soil science
research program, and Pamela Zwer and
Teresa Walenta left the OSU wheat breeding
program.

John Williams, hydrologist, joined
the ARS staff, first as a post-doctoral
research associate and, later in the year, as a
permanent addition to the scientific staff.
Amy Baker, R. T. Erskine, and Mark
Schaefer were employed in temporary
positions during the year. Pendleton
participated in three special summer
employment programs funded by the ARS
Area Office. These included a College
Summer Internship filled by Jill Huntsman,
a Teacher Fellowship filled by Paul Merana,
and a Research Apprenticeship filled by
Melissa Hedman. Other temporary
employees during summer and school
vacations included Erin Bailey, Collette
Coiner, Matt Harsch, Jennifer Kirby, Holli
Krumbein, Kimberly Miller, Samantha
Morrow, Jodi Neil, and Robin Straughan.

NEW PROJECTS

For the OSU staff, Dan Ball was the
recipient of an Oregon Department of
Agriculture Grant on management of downy
brome for optimum rotation opportunities.

For the ARS staff, Steve Albrecht,
Clyde Douglas, and Paul Rasmussen started
a new soil quality project to evaluate the
contribution of organic matter to soil quality
and to quantify the organic matter in various
soil  fractions. This project is in
collaboration = with  the  Rothamsted
Experiment Station, England and is
supported in part by a grant from the USDA,



Foreign Agricultural Service, International
Cooperation and Development, Research
and Scientific Exchanges Division. John
Williams and Dale Wilkins, working with
Don McCool of Pullman, designed,
constructed and tested a new rainfall
simulator for use under wintertime frozen-
soil erosion conditions on Pacific Northwest
slopes. Dale Wilkins developed a special
project to train Mr. Hebing Liu, Gansu
Agricultural ~ Academy  of  Science,
Landzhou, People’s Republic of China, in
the use of erosion prediction equations used
in the United States for research purposes.

FACILITIES

Electronic communications moved
solidly forward with the connection of all
OSU and ARS offices to the OSU computer
network and worldwide web. The OSU
office was also renovated to complement
efficiencies  realized by the new
communication system. An experimental
plot swather was the only OSU equipment
purchased during the year.

The USDA office building upgrades
included repair and sealing of the parking
lot, improvements to the microbiology lab
including a new walk-in cooler, an
equipment storage room, and heating and
cooling repairs and renovations.

TRAINING

Oregon State  University  staff
continued to maintain requirements for
pesticide application licenses, first aid, and
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and worker
protection programs. Gloria Eidam received
additional training in OSU’s on-line
electronic financial information system.

On the USDA staff, all pesticide
applicators completed training to maintain
licensing; all staff received updates on CPR
and first aid where needed; and safety
officers received specialized training on
“Agricultural Health and Safety.” Steve
Albrecht, Ron Rickman, and Sue Waldman
took a Blue Mountain Community College
(BMCC) course in the object-oriented
computer language C++. Training in
administrative rules and regulations on
travel was taken by Jacque Grandbois and
Sharron Wart, and training on management
of Imprest Funds was taken by Jacque
Grandbois. Betty Klepper participated in a
one-day session on organizing files and
records. Jacque Grandbois took courses
called “The Internet” (at BMCC), “The
Indispensable Assistant” (along with Daryl
Haasch), and “Confidence, Composure, and
Competence” (along with Sharron Wart).
Dale Wilkins took a course called,
“Handling Negativity.”  John Williams
attended the ARS New Scientist workshop
at the Pacific West Area Office, and a short
course on Management Problems of the
Technical Person in a Leadership Role.

VISITORS

Distinguished visitors hosted by staff
at the center included Phyllis Johnson, As-
sociate Area Director, and Brad Baugh, Area
Health and Safety Officer, ARS Pacific
West Area; John Laflen, Director, USDA-
ARS National Soil Erosion Laboratory,
West Lafayette, Indiana; Hebing Liu, Gansu
Agricultural Academy of Science, People’s
Republic of China; Bruce Andrews, Direc-
tor, Oregon Dept. of Agriculture; Thayne
Dutson, Mike Burke, Kelvin Koong, and
Bruce Sorte, OSU College of Agricultural
Sciences; Sheldon Ladd and Stella Coakley,
Chairs of OSU Departments of Crop and



Soil Sciences, and Botany and Plant Pathol-
ogy.

SEMINARS

The seminar series at the center was
coordinated by Don Wysocki. Seminars
included the following speakers: John
Tanaka, Executive Director, Blue Mountain
Natural Resources Institute, La Grande, OR;
Chi-Hua Huang, Soil Scientist, USDA-ARS,
National Soil Erosion Laboratory, West
Lafayette, IN; Don Horneck, Manager, Agri-
Check Soil Testing Laboratory, Umatilla,
OR; Jeff Lee, Research Environmental
Scientist, United States Environmental
Protection Agency, Corvallis, OR; John
Laflen, Director, USDA-ARS, National Soil
Erosion Laboratory, West Lafayette, IN; and
Luise Langheinrich, Coordinator Umatilla
Basin Watershed Council, Pendleton, OR.

LIAISON COMMITTEES

The Pendleton and Sherman Station
Liaison Committees have region-wide
representation and provide guidance in
decisions on staffing, programming and
facilities, and equipment improvement at the
stations. Membership is by appointment of
the Director of the Oregon Agricultural
Experiment Station and also, at Pendleton,
by the Area Director of the Pacific West
Area, USDA-ARS. These committees
provide a primary communication linkage
among growers and industry and the
research staff and their parent institutions.
The committee chairs and OSU and USDA
administrators encourage and welcome your
concerns and suggestions for improvements
needed in any aspect of the research centers
or their staffs.

The Pendleton Station Liaison
Committee, led by Chairman Gary Burt
(Walla Walla: 509-529-6787), met on May
3, 1995 and February 2, 1996. The Sherman
Station Liaison Committee, led by Chairman
Ernie Moore (Moro: 541-565-3202), met on
December 19, 1995, June 14, 1995, and
March 23, 1996. Both committees
participated in a review of research and
research needs, hosted by the Oregon Wheat
Commission on February 26, 1996.

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION

The staff wishes to express their
appreciation to individuals, associations, and
corporations who have given special
assistance for the operation of experimental
plots on or associated with the center during
1995-96. The Oregon Wheat Commission
continued to provide the critical support
upon which the center's OSU projects are
founded. Thanks are also given to those
who donated equipment (Jeff Shaw, Ted
Gilliland), funds, seed, soil, and/or
chemicals (American Cyanamid, BASF
Corporation, Bayer Corporation, CIBA Crop
Protection, E.I. duPont, FMC, Hungnong
Seed America, InterMountain Canola,
Lewiston Grain Growers, Mid Columbia
Producers, Miller Chemical & Fertilizer,
Monsanto, Pendleton Grain Growers, Rhone
Poulenc, Russell Karow, Sandoz Agro,
SeedTec International, Frank Tubbs, Wilbur-
Ellis Co.,) or loaned equipment or facilities
(USDA-ARS Pullman, OSU Dept. of Crop
and Soil Sciences, and Hermiston
Agricultural Research and  Extension
Center). Collaborators from the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
included Harry Riehle (WA), Ralph Fisher
(ID), Tom Gohlke (OR), Bob Adelman
(Pendleton), Kate Danks (Pendleton), Steve



Jaeger (Pendleton), Jay Gibbs (Condon), and
Dusty Eddy (The Dalles).

We also acknowledge those who
donated labor, supplies, equipment, or
funding for the Pendleton Field Day:
American Cyanamid, BASF Corporation,
Bayer Corporation, CIBA Crop Protection,
DowElanco, E.I. duPont, Farm Credit
Services, Farm Equipment Headquarters,
First Interstate Bank, FMC Corporation,
Gustafson, Huntington-Price, Inland
Chemical Service, Inland Empire Bank,
InterMountain Canola, McGregor, Main
Street Cowboys, Monsanto, Pendleton Bus
Company, Pendleton Flour Mills, Pendleton
Grain Growers, Pioneer Implement Corp.,
Sandoz Agro, Les Schwab Tire Center,
SeedTec International, Smith Frozen Foods,
Steele's Bar and Grill, Tri-River Chemical,
Umatilla County Wheat Growers League,
U.S. Bank, Walla Walla Farmer's Co-op,
Western Farm Service, Western States
Equipment, Wheatland Insurance, and
Wilbur-Ellis.

We also thank donors who provided
buses, meals, and other services for the
Moro Field Day: Cargill, Cascade Ranchers,
First Interstate Bank, Gustafson, Lean To
Catering, Mid-Columbia  Bus, Mid-
Columbia Producers, Monsanto, Morrow
County Grain Growers (Lexington and
Wasco), M & S Farm & Home Supply,
Northwest Chemical, Richelderfer Air
Service, Sherman Aviation, Sherman
County School District, Sherman Farm
Chemicals, The Halton Company, Western
Tillage Equipment, Wheatacres Irrigation,
and Wilbur-Ellis.

Richard Smiley
Superintendent
OSU-CBARC

Cooperative research plots at the
center were operated by Warren Kronstad,
Patrick Hayes, Chris Mundt, Russ
Karow,and Jack Brown. Additionally, we
are very and Tom Darnell),
Union/Baker/Wallowa Counties (Gordon
Cook) and Sherman /Wasco Counties
(Sandy MacNab) in Oregon, and from
Columbia County thankful for the ever-
present assistance from the Extension
Service personnel in all counties of the
region, and especially from Umatilla Coun-
ty (Mike Stoltz, Phil Hamm and Tom
Darnell), Union/Baker/Wallowa Counties
(Gordon Cook) and Sherman/Wasco
Counties (Sandy MacNab) in Oregon, and
from Columbia County (Roland Schirman),
Adams/Lincoln Counties (Bill Schillinger),
and Walla Walla County (Walt Gary) in
Washington.

We also wish to thank over 200
farmers who have allowed us to work on
their property during the past year, and who
have assisted by performing field operations,
loaning equipment, donating chemicals, and
adjusting their practices to accommodate our
plots.  The locations of the principal
outlying sites are shown on the map that
follows.

We truly appreciate the support and
encouragement of growers, organizations,
and businesses with a mission common to
ours; to serve in the best manner possible the
crop production and resource conservation
needs of our region. We welcome your
suggestions on how we might continue to
improve our attempts to reach this goal.

Betty Klepper
Research Leader
USDA-ARS-CPCRC



